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Inspired by Lenin, the workers and peasants of the Land of Soviets
defeated the foreign interventionists and the Russian Whiteguards, saved the
Soviet regime and preserved the independence of their country.

XII

LENIN HAD SKILFULLY STEERED THE SOVIET SHIP OF STATE THROUGH THE

storms of the civil war. But new dangers threatened the revolution.' In
passing from war to peace,, the Bolshevik Party encountered new difficulties
of gigantic dimensions. The country was devastated as a result of the long
years of war and foreign intervention. Industry, the transport system and
agriculture were ruined. The masses of the people were war weary. The
peasantry was discontented with the surplus grain appropriation system
and wavered in its loyalty. Starvation and weariness was giving rise to
discontent among a section of the workers. The class enemy tried to take
advantage of the grave economic situation in the country and of the dis-
content of the peasants to further his counter-revolutionary designs. The
working class was compelled to strain its efforts to the utmost to surmount
these difficulties. It was the genius of Lenin that mapped out the road
by which the industry of the country could be restored and transferred to
socialist lines.

During the civil war military questions had absorbed the attention of
Lenin. Day and night he was engaged with the task of organizing the defence
of the country. But commencing with November 1920,, he concentrated
his attention on working out the country's economic policy. The victory
of the Soviet state over the foreign interventionists and the Russian White-
guards served to corroborate Ms theory that the victory of Socialism was
possible in Russia. Speaking at a conference of the Bolshevik Party in
Moscow in November 1920, he said: "The communist system, communist
society can be built up by the proletariat which has been victorious in war.5**

His plan for the restoration of the national economy and for building the
economic foundation of Socialism he outlined at the Eighth All-Russian
Congress of Soviets in December 1920. He said that the immediate object
must be to restore and develop to the utmost the heavy industry;, and to
place the entire national economy, including agriculture, on a new technical
basis of modern large-scale machine production. That new basis was
electricity. "Communism," he said, "is the Soviet power" plus the elec-
trification of the whole country. . . . -Only when the country has been
electrified, when industry, agriculture and transport have been placed on the
technical basis of modem large-scale industry, only then shall we be finally
victorious."**

This was the historic plan for the electrification of the country drawn up
by the Goelro (The State Commission for the Electrification of Russia) on
Lenin*$ initiative and under his direction. About two hundred of the most
outstanding scientists and engineers in the country took part in drawing up
this plan. In it Lenin threw a penetrating tight on the future. He said that
large-scale machine industry was the only possible economic basis for
ocialism, that only a powerful industry based on the electrification of the

* J\nd.t p. 490.
** Lenin, Selected Works, Eng, ed, Vo . Vffl, pp. 276-77.